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NICK LUCAS
SINGS WAY
TO GLORY

Vive Bracks and Tircless
Mr. Benny Heed Call of
Orpheum Enthusiasts

tReprinted from Aonday's late ediifon)
BY PHILIP K. SCHEUER

They style themselves risley and
trampoline  performers—and while
the average vaudeville-goer wouldn't
know n risley or a trampoline if it
walked up and slapped him in the
face, that would bYe no real excuse
for staylug away from the Flve
Bracks' act at the Orpheumy Thea-
ter this week. It is first on the
bill and one of the best; and‘it is
one of those ultrarapid affalrs dure
ing the electrifying course of which
o quintet of young gentlemen are
catapulted through the air to a
fare-thec-well. Such astonishing
powers of locomotion do they de-
velop, indeed, that one's only op-
portunity to ascertaln that they
are men and not  high-tension
springs in the general shape . and
garb of men comes when,. at the
close, they bounce ingratiatingly bee
fore the footlights to mkc their
bows.

The balance of the program
boasts two distinguished artists {n
the persons of Nick Lucas and Jack
Benny. Lucas, of whom mor:
anon, is that, crooning troubadour
iwho lulls you into gentle melan-
“choly when you launch the magie
‘needle of your phonograph dowi
‘the ways; Mr, Benny is that.cle-
‘gant humorist who, while other va-
rlety folks tarry thelr one week or,
more rarely, two weeks at the thea-
ter, lingers benigniy on and watch-
ts the rest of the whirl go by, view-
ing with a compassionate and .ur-
bane cye the lengthening of winter
into spring ‘and:then {nto Summer,
commenting gravely,. as the spirlt
moves him, on the foibles of our
modern  civilization, . and getting
paid for it the. while. Somewhere
in the sweetly simple story of this
man’s success, it _seems to me, there
is a lesson for all of us~but what
it is T haven't the faintest idea. - ':

At the risk of drawing the furl-
ous fire of Mr, Lucas's host of ad-
mirers, I am moved to remark that
he would be better off. without his
beloved guitar. This twangy, metal-
lic instrument sounds all right when
it is lost in the crowd of other In-
struments that occasionally keep it
company, but as an obbligato ‘to
the voice of n serenader who has
few peers among’ persuasive ~bal-
ladists, its dissonant flatnéss. can
only act as an irritant, :'Mr. :Lucas
is not entirely happy ‘in; his"cholce
of numbers thls week: ~*I'll ‘Never
Ask for More” stands.-along. .in
achieving a signal notability., Others
are “I'll Get By,” “The -Song. - I
Love,” “How ‘About Me?”.“A Cup of |
Coﬂee" and the Neapolltan street !
song, “Marie.”

Streight from the. bm-lesque cir-
cults (or, if he isn't, he should be)
comes - Sidney- Mnrlon, & ribald
comic, with'.an, obvious “liné” that
never fails to please a vaudeville
audience, .Tho dance is taken care
of by Don Lee and Mlle. Louise,
the usual- skit by Casey and War-
ren in “A Gem-Jam.,” and the sing-
ing impersonation by ollve Olsen
in "Feminine Caricatures.”

Olsen and- Johnson close.

| TENSE DRAMA LAID
- IN DARKEST ‘RUSSIA.

“Darkest Russia” has its inning
.this week at the Lincoln Theater,
'where the colored Lafayette Play-
- ers are appearing In “The. Yellow
Ticket.” .. The drama, which held
New "York spellbound for two sca-
sons, has lost little of its original
Jntriguing charm for audlences, as
‘evidenced by. the opening. perform-
ance last night,

“The Yellow ' Ticket” . furnishes
forceful characterizations for prace
tically every member, of the com-
pany, and principally for ~Evelyn
Preer ‘and Edward Thompson,

Miss :Preer is seen as Marya Var.
enka, & Jewish girl who ontwits the
Russian police after she has heen
forced . to accept'a *‘yellow ticket”
passport as the only means of leav-
ing:the |Jewish. settlement 1o reach
her dylng father. - The “yellow
ticket” is the permit’ lssucd to out-.
casts—prostitutes—giving . them thc
freedom of the large citfes.

.Thompson is seen as Julian Rol!e
an:American Journalist, who assists'

Marya in her fight against thedn-
justice meted out to her by the:
Russian government. *Other promi~
nent-parts are essayed by Lawrence
Criner as ths villalncus'  baron,
Charles - Olden as_Count Rostov,
Cleo Desmond, Bebe Townsend,
Stdney Kirkpatrick, Malcolm Pat-
ton and. Laura Bowm

“The Yellow Ticket" wi]l bc Wit-
nessed. tonight by about 800 mem-:
bers of the women's Breakfast- Club

CHARACTER ACTOR IN
ODD CHANCE MEETING

Humzm-lnterest touches are. con-
stantly unfolded in real: life in Hol-
lywood as well,as.in-reel:life. - An
example-is-the tale. concernipg Lii-
clen Littlefield,.character -actor now
avpearing as the: leading male in’
the. cast making “The 'Qlrl in the:
Glass Cage,”. a. First Natlonal all-
talking plcture and Gustav Portus
Hungarian :actor, .

Approximately- thirteen vcnrs ‘Ago
Portos. then an.officer in King Fer-:
dinand’s folces on ‘the Plave, .was’
leading’ his- men*'agalnst' the deter-
mined.soldlers of.. King' Emanuel.
Attached to the latter organization
was ‘@ unit of Uncle Sam's Army
Ambulance Corps in which was list-
ed 1c:nc Lucien Littleﬂeld, sergeant's
ran]
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